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S p e c i a l  A d ve r t i s i n g  S e c t i o n

When a construction project costs hundreds of millions of 
dollars and takes several years to build, it doesn’t take much of 
a problem to cause a dispute involving millions, and often tens of 
millions, of dollars. With that kind of money at stake, it’s easy to 
see why project owners, contractors and surety companies often 
turn to the lawyers at Bazelon, Less & Feldman (BLF) for advice 
on contracts and to take the lead in construction litigation.

The 25-year-old commercial litigation fi rm has long-stand-
ing expertise in construction law, and handles both complex 
construction litigation and the drafting of contracts. “The fi rm 
has handled litigation up and down the East Coast and in every 
venue”, says Jeffrey Less, the leader of the fi rm’s construction 

group, including cases in state and federal courts, arbitration 
and mediation, and governmental boards of claim. He adds that 
“the fi rm has been lead counsel in disputes involving all types 
of projects, including high-rise offi ce buildings, university build-
ings, casino-hotels, apartment houses, hospitals, warehouses, 
prisons, highways, bridges, tunnels, treatment plants, parking 
garages—almost every structure you can build.”

Backed up by Experience
With just 17 lawyers, BLF sometimes looks like David go-

ing up against Goliath. Less says that it is not unusual to head 
into a trial with a team of one partner, one associate and one 
paralegal, and fi nd that the opposing team is double in size. “But 
add up the construction law experience around both tables and 
we measure up pretty equally, at much less cost to the client,” he 
says. And when larger cases demand more staffi ng, BLF has the 
construction litigators to create the larger team.

BLF’s construction lawyers include a former engineer and a 
former architect. “This gives us in-house expertise and a level of 
effi ciency you’re not likely to fi nd elsewhere,” Less says. He adds 
that the fi rm’s long involvement in construction also enables it to 
focus quickly on key issues in a case and thus be cost-effective. 
“There can be hundreds of thousands of documents in a con-
struction dispute. Our experience tells us where to look, what’s 
going to be important, and where the holes are likely to be in the 
opponent’s case,” he says. 

Less adds that the fi rm’s relatively small size allows it to pro-
vide a level of personal service not often found at larger fi rms. 
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Well-Rounded Litigators
While construction law is a particular area of 
concentration at BLF, the fi rm’s attorneys engage 
in complex commercial litigation of all types. In the 
eyes of the fi rm, this makes them better construction 
lawyers. As one said: “litigation, in any realm, makes 
you a better litigator. It keeps you sharp and lets 
you hone skills that you might not use as frequently 
in construction law alone.” The construction group 
is composed of shareholders Jeffrey Less, Jerrilyn 
Marston, Paul Bech, Jennifer Hoagland, Helen Heifets, 
Noah Charlson and Lisa Barton, plus experienced 
associates and paralegals.
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